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NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 
 

HARMONY REUNION AND  
HARVEST FESTIVAL  

Friday-Sunday, October 17th-19th. 
 
For  detai ls, see Developm ent  Of f ice Repor t  on 
page 7 of  t his newslet ter  and visi t  t he l ink on our  
website: 
ht tp:/ /w ww.harmonyschool.org/ www/ alum ni_reu
nion.html     
We want  to encourage EVERYONE who has ever  
had any connect ion to Harmony - as a student , 
staf f  person or  parent  - to come!  In keeping with 
Harm ony t radit ion, the cost  is negot iable.  Just  
cal l  Mary Beth at  334-8379 or  Roc at  334-8349.  
Hope t o see you t here! 
 
STAFF RETREAT - No school  on Fr iday , 
October  24th. The Ear ly Chi ldhood Program  wi l l  
be in session wit h subst i t ute teachers. 

 

GARDEN WORK DAY 
Saturday, November 1st 
(raindate, Sunday) 

         10 a.m. -2 p.m. 
 

Earn PIP hours!  Br ing your  garden 
tools and gloves Ð jobs wi l l  include: mulching, 
plant ing, cut t ing back  perennials and more Ð 

expert ise not  necessary.  Do you have any non-
invasive nat ive plants which need dividing?  We 
can use some for  our  f lower  beds Ð please br ing 

to Work  Day. 

 
PHOTO RETAKE DAY is scheduled f or  Fr iday, 
Novem ber  14th at  9 a.m.    
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO NATE JOHNSON f or  
donat ing the por t able soccer goals now in our  

playing f ield.  They are get t ing dai ly use and are 
much appreciated and enjoyed by students and 
staf f  al ike.   
PARENT INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM (PIP) 
Please remem ber  to em ai l  your  PIP hours to 
harmonyof f ice@harmonyschool.org each t ime 
you volunteer  f or  Harmony.   We would also l ike 
you t o specif y what  job you did and include any 
helpful  comm ents or  suggest ions.  If  you have 
some f ree t ime to help out , speak  with your PIP 
coordinator  or  someone in the of f ice.  We usual ly 
have something that  you can do, especial ly 
cleaning.  We are hoping to meet  wit h PIP 
coordinators in the near  f uture now that  the 
of f ice has calmed down somewhat .–Leslie 
 
HARMONY WELCOMES ANOTHER YOUNG 
VIOLINIST!  
Be sure to check  out  youtube f or  our  newest  
middle school  student , Oscar  Pi–eiro, f rom  
Barcelona, Spain.  He won m any awards and is 
here in Bloomington studying viol in through a 
scholarship f rom  the Queen of  Spain.  This l ink  
has an example, 
ht tp:/ /w ww.youtube.com /w atch?v=qFNxGxFKrNg, 
or  you can search under  his name.  Oscar and his 
mother , Mar ina, ar r ived last  week f rom  Spain, 
and are l i ving wit h Jul ie James & her  f amily.  
Welcome! 
 

NEWS FROM THE PROGRAMS 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM   
Linda, Tim and Martha (3-5 year olds) 
 
The first month of school is a time for getting to know 
each other and for getting used to the routines and 
rituals of the ECP.  The kids enjoyed going to the all-
school meeting and hearing Roc introduce the 
youngest and oldest kids in the school.  The 
workbench has been quite busy with wood-working 
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projects and taking apart various small electronics like 
computers and VCRs.  The take-aparts give us some 
relief from loud hammers banging in nails!  The kids 
enjoyed cooking up a fresh batch of play dough 
recently.  They got particularly excited about playing 
with it while it was still hot.  We have had lots of 
organized games in the afternoons like soccer, 
parachute games, gymnastics, freeze tag, red 
light/green light, and a kid-created game called 
“Jailbreak.”  Kelly Bangs, one of our IU work study 
students, has started a dance class on Friday afternoons 
as well. 
 We walked around the neighborhood looking 
for and recording signs of the changing seasons.  
We’re planning to do this each month so that we can 
reflect on the changes throughout the year.  Speaking 
of the time of year, the kids are already looking 
forward to Halloween and talking about their choices 
of costumes.  We got out our collection of Halloween 
books and those have been the most popular requests 
for reading aloud the past few days. 
 Happy fall,  -- Tim, Linda, and Martha 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
 
MICHELE & CLAUDIO's (6-8 yr olds) 
Our "Oh Yuck!" theme ended on a truly yucky note, as 
the children took a second look at the petri dishes on 
which they'd cultured bacteria.  Each child had picked 
two places from which to get bacteria: one from their 
body and one from someplace in the building.  By this 
last day, day seven of the cultures, the smell was truly 
ripe and disgusting!  The kids did two drawings, one 
on day 4 and one on day 7.  They were excited by 
what they saw: blobs in different colors, fuzzy molds, 
bacteria that spread out in twisty lines, even a few 
maggots that must have gotten in as eggs when 
someone swabbed a garbage can.   The children took 
less time with the day 7 drawings--they wanted to be 
done quickly!  (These petri dishes are going back to IU 
to get autoclaved, just in case you were wondering 
about our toxic materials disposal procedures...). 
 I'd like to thank Mimi Zolan from the IU 
Microbiology Lab for making this experiment possible 
with all the materials she provided.  Jena Hanes 

(Annika's mom) also put in a lot of time 
helping me learn how to use our new 

microscope and how to prepare slides.  I 
thank you, the children thank you.  I 
hope this experience will have made the 
world of life not visible to the naked 
eye more real to everyone.   It's 

amazing.  And stinky. 
 This month our class theme will be Conflict 
Resolution.  Needless to say, we've already been 
working on appropriate ways to deal with conflicts.  In 
this class we will explore the causes of conflicts, the 

emotions that are involved, and the ways we can either 
solve or escalate conflicts. For Exploration classes the 
kids have chosen between Cartoon Books (a drawing 
class), Chinese Language and Culture, Jump Rope 
Games, Holidays, and Mexico (taught by our student 
teacher Meghan). 
 One month into the year the children are 
already making major strides in their basic academic 
skills--writing on their own in Journal, moving along 
in their reading and their math books--as well as 
establishing their social life in the class and the wider 
school.  We've been learning some catchy songs in 
Spanish--maybe you already know this.  Sorry if these 
tunes become "ear-worms" in your household. 
 

Mi cuerpo, mi cuerpo, hace musica [2X] 
Mis manos hacen (clap  clap clap) 
Mis patas hacen (stomp stomp stomp) 
Mi lengua hace "la la la" 
Mi cuerpo hace cha cha cha! 
 

Cheers, Claudio 
 
JO & JEREMY's (8-10 yr olds) 
J & J’s classroom is buzzing with…with… with flies 
and yellow jackets?????  Oh dang, it must be another 
dissection.  The flies and yellow jackets definitely 
enjoyed our outdoor dissection at the end of 
September.  Most of the kids did too.  We concluded 
our study of the human digestive system with a look at 
the same system in a hog.  It was both gross and 
fascinating to see all of the different parts and feel how 
they were different.  We will never see a stuffed 
eggplant dinner in quite the same way. 
     We have now moved on to a unit that 
examines the basics of the visual arts.  The kids are 
creating drawings that use size, overlapping, and other 
tools to create space, depth, and creative composition 
in their pieces.  Our unit will culminate with paintings 
on their lockers that pull all of these ideas together. 
     As authors, we are embarking on one of Jo 
and my favorite writing themes, Memoir.  Memoirs 
are always powerful because they are close to the kids’ 
hearts.  We will help them to take a memory and frame 
it so that the reader can really get a picture of the story 
in their mind.   Subjects range from baseball games, to 
pets, to exciting vacations and each story is primed to 
have the author’s personality flow out in their writing.  
Look for a publication of these works sometime in 
November. --Jeremy 
 
KATHY & SCOTT’s (10-12 year olds)   
The first signs of Autumn bring to us cooler weather 
and some really beautiful scenery as we go out into the 
community and travel around central and southern 
Indiana for a variety of field trips.   
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 As we progress through our thematic unit on 
the History of Earth and Life on Earth, our first field 
trip was to Falls of the Ohio State 
Park where we identified quite a 
few fossilized bryozoans, 
brachiopods, chorals, and sponges 
out on the exposed Devonian rock 
beds of the Ohio River.  At the 
interpretive center museum at the Falls, we watched a 
short film on the geology of the Ohio River Valley 
over large spans of geologic time before we looked at 
the exhibits of the variety of life forms in the area over 
time.  Last week we went to the Brookville Reservoir 
where we went fossil hunting at a huge road cut and 
were able to take home as many fossils as we could 
carry back.  We received a grant to go to the IMAX 
theater in Indianapolis to see a film on the Grand 
Canyon and early next month we’ll go to the Glenn 
Black Lab to view exhibits on pre-Columbian cultures 
of Indiana and attend a flint knapping demonstration.  
In the classroom so far we have studied the Scientific 
Method, geologic time, the structure of the earth, the 
development of life on earth, rocks, minerals, and 
fossils.  Our field trips have provided a nice extension 
to learning through class discussions, read aloud, take 
home readings, demonstrations, computer based 
Exploratorium, films, and more. 
 In read aloud we are gaining some familiarity 
with 19th century literature as we share chapters from 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes.  We also saw 
the Indiana Repertory Theater’s production of 
Sherlock Holmes.   
 Our Authoring class this semester is 
Imaginative Writing and the Elements of Craft, an 
interdisciplinary class that includes various art 
connections.   Our first unit on Painting an Image with 
Words includes a semester long collaboration with 
docents at the IU Art Museum and several visits to the 
museum.  Our students are also experimenting with 
craft and internal structure as they draft a memoir this 
month.   
 In body works we have played Whiffle Ball 
and Capture the Flag as well as some team building 
activities.   
 Our class would like to thank our parent 
volunteers who have been more than generous with 
their time so far this year. Please know that we greatly 
appreciate your good work.   
 Scott has created a Flickr website for the 5th/6th 
grade class.  He is trying to document “A Year in 
Kathy and Scott’s Class” via photography.  If you 
haven’t received an invitation or are having trouble 
accessing the page, please shoot Scott an email at 
scottev@harmonyschool.org  
 As we head into autumn, please take care of 
your good health and happiness until we communicate 
again.  --Kathy and Scott 

 
A Scream 

by Agnes Weyers, 5th grade 
 

I was not halfway home 
On a summer’s eve 

When I came across a fright. 
 

I hop, I skip,  
I jump, I jog, 

But my shoes are still too tight. 
 

Not a penny left 
To buy new shoes 

And no shoes is just not right. 
 

So I hop, I skip, 
I jump, I jog, 

But my shoes are still too tight.  
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL   
Kelli, Marty & Ursina 
 
We had an exciting and productive first month in the 
Middle School and would like to welcome our new 
students to the Harmony community: Nailah, Jake, 
Azra, Emilie, Rakan, Oscar, and Shamus.  Students are 
settled into the routines and expectations of core 
classes.  
 During Middle School Orientation in the 
afternoons we participated in various teambuilding 
activities as well as explored the Bloomington 
community. During our first family meetings we were 
able to tackle some important issues. Students are 
learning how to contribute in this democratic process. 
They are learning that sometimes the need of the group 
comes before the need of the individual, that everyone’s 
voice needs to be heard and respected, and with 
freedom comes responsibility. A meeting with thirty 
some students can be tedious but allows students to 
have input and help shape their own environment.  
 Our students started on their first independent 
project and social service jobs this Wednesday. They 
will stay with this job for the rest of the year and need 
to be dropped off every other Wednesday at 9 am. 
Many jobs are in walking distance from the library and 
some students need to take a bus to get back to 
Harmony by 11:30 for Current Events class. We will 
send detailed information home with students. Here is 
an almost complete list of the sites: Shalom Center: 
Aurora and Songbear; BACC: Jake and Sasha; 
Wonderlab: Jack and Nico; WHFB: Azra and Isaac; 
Rhinos: Sam and Brittany; Montessori: Gabe and 
Kendra;  BPP: Natasha and Adam; VITAL: Rakan and 
Mandy;  MCPL: Dorian and Arianna;  Hilltop: Nailah 
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and Renan; United Ministries: Emilee D. and Amy; 
ECP: Eli and Emilie C; Red Cross: Jason and Alex.             
 Please check in with your child on deadlines 
for independent projects: Rough draft: Wed. Oct. 22nd, 
Power Point or other visuals: Wed. Oct. 29th,   Final 
draft: Fri. Oct. 31st.  Presentations: the week of 
November 3rd. (Students are asked to practice so 
please offer to be an audience!). 
 We have an amazing group of kids. I look 
forward getting to know each one and working with 
them as they meet challenges and deadlines and 
express themselves creatively. --Ursina 
    
HIGH SCHOOL  
Sal, Paul, Jon, Emily & Tom 
Sal:  The most important news to report is that Tom is 
in hospital as I write this, undergoing surgery for an 
intestinal blockage. Our thoughts and good wishes for 
his recovery are very much with him. In the meantime, 
a number of people have stepped in to help - most 
notably, Berta Medicus, who will be teaching our 9th 
Grade English and Greek & Latin Roots classes. We 
are immensely grateful to her and to everyone who is 
helping out at this time. We will send out updates on 
Tom's progress, of course, and let you know how to 
convey your good wishes when things settle down.  
  
Meanwhile, our classes go on. In Western Civ, 
students have just finished presenting their projects on 
A Day In the Life of Ancient Egypt. This year, we had 
some very creative offerings, that included two 
sculptures (one bust of a pharaoh and one of Anubis); 
A Day In the Life of an Egyptian Midwife, complete 
with her journal on papyrus; and A Day In the Life of 
A Rich Egyptian Wife, which was presented with a 
fully costumed mannequin and grape juice and 
hummus for all!  
 In The Art of The Story, we concluded our 
study of Death of A Salesman with a very thoughtful 
conversation about the nature of the American Dream 
and the definition of true success. We have now 
moved on to children's literature and an examination 
of the lessons it is intended to teach. We will compare 
its use of plot, character, imagery, etc., with those in 
adult literature, before the students rewrite Death of a 
Salesman as a children's tale.  
 In The American Century, we have completed 
our Whirlwind Tour of 200 years of American History 
and have now begun our journey through the 1900s. 
This month, we will be holding our first Decade Night, 
when we will be watching Nicholas & Alexandra and 
eating delicious Russian food! 
 Finally, The Press Corps are making great 
headway with their plans for a new magazine, which 
we hope will hit the stands in mid-November. 
Information to come in our next newsletter! 

Paul: As the leaves begin to change, as Lotus Festival 
comes and goes, classes at Harmony are cruising right 
along.  So far, the semester is off to a fine start: 
students seem to be both learning and enjoying 
themselves, I feel more relaxed and prepared for 
classes, and as always I'm loving being a part of the 
Harmony community. 
 First off in the morning is my class Ethics of 
9-11. This past month we've been digging into the 
events, causes, and consequences of 9-11. Next month, 
though, we'll be changing gears a bit and shifting to 
more philosophical ethics.  We'll begin with 
Utilitarianism and John Stuart Mills, then look at Duty 
ethics and Emmanuel Kant, and finally we'll take a 
look at how these ideas apply directly to questions 
arising from 9-11. 
 Next, we have Cultural Arts of the Far East. 
This first month we've been looking primarily at the 
philosophical roots of China: at the I Ching, 
Confucianism, Mohism, Taoism, and Buddhism. 
Students have been divining their own futures, writing 
philosophical letters to the next president of 
the US, and translating the Tao Te Ching.  Next month 
we'll be looking at some of the arts of Tang era China 
as well as music and history of Korea. 
 Third period I teach American Language and 
Culture.  In it, we've been focusing on language skills 
with weekly forays into American culture. 
We've looked at descriptive writing, nature poetry, 
language of food, as well as the more technical 
vocabulary of math and science.  Next month, 
we'll be delving into short stories and Halloween, the 
election in November, and oral debates. 
 In the afternoons I've been teaching 
Americana.  It is similar to my other English class, but 
with more of a focus on critical thinking and American 
culture.  For these first couple weeks we've been 
studying stories, particularly Cinderella and the 
Wizard of Oz.  We've been looking at them 
critically from a number of perspectives to learn more 
about American history, the American dream, and how 
to read more deeply into a text. 
 Finally, I'm happy to say that we have been 
successful in launching an after-school music 
program!  I've felt truly blessed by the willingness to 
help from a number of gracious parents and 
volunteers.  Together, we are offering high school and 
middle school students the chance to study 
percussion on Mondays, beat-making on Tuesdays, 
guitar on Wednesdays, and hopefully rapping on 
Fridays.  Many thanks to all who have helped it be 
successful! 

Jon: Geometry 2 - Our review of arithmetic and 
algebra is ending and the first lesson on angle 
relationships beginning. In the coming weeks we will 
work on the Pythagorean Theorem and special right 



 5 

triangles. The month will end with a more general 
study of polygons. 
 Precalc - We are currently focusing on 
simplifying rational expressions and solving equations 
for variables that can be isolated to a 
single term. This will soon be 
juxtaposed against solving 
polynomials equations for variables 
that cannot be isolated to a single 
term using factoring and/or 
completing the square.  By the end of 
the month we will have begun our systematic analysis 
of rational functions starting with systems of linear 
and quadratic equations. 
 Algebra 1 - We are concluding our review of 
arithmetic, concentrating on applied percentage 
problems.  Next we will focus on the study of 
exponents, powers and roots.  Students will be 
introduced to integer and rational exponents.  By the 
end of the month we will be focusing on the 
simplification of basic algebraic expressions. 
 Geometry - Over the next week we will 
conclude our review of arithmetic and algebra, and we 
will begin our first unit in geometry - the relationship 
of angles on a plane.  By the end of the month we will 
be studying the basic triangle theorems. 

Emily: Scientists in the Research Seminar are working 
on their project proposals. They have done some 
background research and are now figuring out what 
experiments they can do in their varied areas of 
interest (water quality to panda conservation to 
bioluminescence to nutrition).  Soon we'll review 
each others' experimental methods and then data 
collection will begin! 
 Ecologists have been hiking around teaching 
each other about Indiana trees.   We'll also look some 
more at water quality and our impact on the 
Mississippi watershed and the Gulf of Mexico.   
Looking at the various creatures in streams will also 
begin our discussions of natural selection and 
evolution. 
 Physics is off to a fabulous start with plenty of 
algebra to keep things fun! We're all excited about our 
upcoming trip to Six Flags both to measure and to feel 
g-forces, micro-gravity, centripetal acceleration and 
velocity vectors.  So we are currently constructing 
measurement devices, as well as practicing 
calculations to prepare. 

 

PROFILES 
 
STAFF PROFILE   
 

Dale Har tk em ey er   (our new part-time high 
school Spanish teacher) 
 
I was born and grew up in Cincinnat i , wit h three 
brothers and one sister .  Already at  a quite young 
age, I became fascinated when I would hear  
people speaking other  languages.  The m ost  
f requent  f oreign language I would hear  was 
Spanish, and somewhere in my elem entary school 
years I st ar ted borrowing books on Spanish f rom 
our local  publ ic l ibrary, intent  as I was on 
penet rat ing the language barr ier  so I could at  
least  understand the gist  of  a conversat ion in the 
language when I heard i t .  Our  school, as m any 
unfor t unately, did not  of f er  any f oreign 
languages, but  dur ing t he sum mer  before I 
star ted high school I was able to t ake a Spanish 
class that  helped me establ ish a f oundat ion f or  
my cont inued independent  study of  t he language.  
At  t he star t  of  my high school  years, i t  was 
recommended t hat  I take Lat in, which I did, 
studying i t  f or  f our  years and m anaging in t he 
end to read six books of  Vergi lÕs Aeneid.  I f ound 
my Lat in st udies quite int r iguing and enjoyable, 
and they no doubt  served t o spur  on a l i f elong 
cur iosi ty about  how hum an languages f unct ion in 
communicat ion and thought .  Sim ult aneously 
with my high-school  concent rat ion on Lat in, I 
carr ied on nour ishing my warm  interest  in 
Spanish, a l iving language, on the side, and in my 
junior  and senior  years I was able to t ake Spanish 
too. 
 Af ter  high school  I at tended Dar tmouth 
Col lege and was incl ined f rom  ear ly on to 
develop my language interests.  The col lege has 
wonderful  programs in language study, and I 
spent  the autumn of  my sophomore year  on a 
f oreign study program in Salam anca, Spain.  It  
was a t ruly memorable and enr iching exper ience 
f or  me, l i ving wi th a f amily and f unct ioning and 
par t icipat ingÑ al though at  t imes awkwardlyÑ in a 
f oreign cul ture.  This unforget table exper ience, in 
which we were able to appreciate and get  a sense 
of  the hist or ical , cul tural , and l inguist ic 
antecedents of  the society, dat ing back  to t he 
Romans and even back to f ar  more ancient  
t imesÑ along with a quick t r ip across the St raight  
of  Gibral tar  to taste l i f e as l i ved in MoroccoÑ
f irmly cemented my decision about  m aj or ing in 
Spanish. 
 Dur ing t he Decem ber  break  af ter  my stay 
in Spain, I did some t ravel ing t hrough 
Swit zer land, Aust r ia, Czechoslovak ia, and 
Germ any.  Seeing f i rst hand t he pract ical i ty of  
knowing several  f oreign languages, I decided to 
star t  studying French dur ing my very next  
t r imester  back  at  Dartmouth.  Dur ing t hose 
undergraduate years I acqui red a good f luency in 
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French and some moderate competence in 
Germ an. 
 The other  m ajor  dedicat ion or  constant  
that  has m arked my l i f e t hrough the years is a 
commitm ent  to Buddhist  pract ice, and that  also 
germinated ini t ial ly dur ing my undergraduate 
years.  I did considerable reading at  t hat  t ime on 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism, gradual ly 
zooming my f ocus in on Zen Buddhism.  Af ter  
graduat ion f rom  Dartm outh, I worked f or  about  
f ive years as a l ibrar ian in the publ ic l ibrary 
system in Cincinnat i , and dur ing that  t im e I real ly 
immersed myself  in reading lots of  mater ial  on 
Zen Buddhism, including the very popular  books 
of  Alan Wat ts. 
 It  was around t his t ime that  I decided to 
go and l ive f or  a whi le in Spain.  On the way, I 
stopped in Par is to visi t  the Zen community there 
establ ished by the Japanese m aster  Taisen 
Deshim aru.  On the spot  I was very impressed 
with the atmosphere of  st rong body-mind 
pract ice t hat  prevai led there and decided to 
devote myself  ser iously to Zen pract ice, whereas 
up unt i l  that  point , my interest  had been chief ly 
of  an intel lectual  or  conceptual  sor t . 
 Dur ing t he year I l ived in Madr id, I taught  
Engl ish at  a language inst i t ute, where my 
students included youngsters as wel l  as some 
older  people, and I would gather  on Sundays wi th 
a smal l  group of  Zen pract i t ioners.  At  t he end of  
my year  of  residence in Spain, I did my f i rst  Zen 
ret reatÑ in the breathlessly beaut i f ul  French 
Alps!Ñ and then returned Stateside to Cincinnat i , 
where I worked f or  some six years at  a language 
inst i tute, giving t utor ial-style lessons in Spanish, 
ESL, and occasional ly French, and out  of  interest  
tak ing tutor ial  lessons in Japanese.  Dur ing t hese 
years, I m ade occasional  t r ips to France to do Zen 
ret reats at  a temple f ounded by Taisen 
Deshim aru in the Loire Val ley. 
 In the late 80s, I earned an M.A. in Spanish 
at  the Universi ty of  Cincinnat i , and later  pursued 
my burgeoning interest  in the more general  study 
of  l inguist ics, eventual ly earning graduate 
degrees in this f ield at  the Univ. of  Il l inois.  I then 
f ound a job at  Cent ral  Michigan Universi ty, 
teaching f or  eight  years a range of  Spanish 
courses, including the hist ory of  t he Spanish 
language, and an occasional  course in Lat in.  
Whi le there in Mt . Pleasant , I also led a sm al l  Zen 
group. 
 In June of  2008, at t racted by the Sanshin 
Zen Community here in Bloomington and the 
opportunity to pract ice in a more establ ished way 
with a recognized Zen teacher , I moved t o this 
area.  Dur ing the sum mer  I met  Paul  Swanson, 
and by chance he ment ioned to me t hat  Harmony 
School  was look ing to hire a Spanish teacher.  His 
enthusiasm  about  the unique learning 

environment  here at  Harmony f i red my interest  
in applying f or  the posit ion.  In conclusion, let  me 
say that  IÕm very pleased to have t he opportunity 
to cont r ibute som ething of  my language teaching 
exper ience to t he unique students we have here 
at  Harmony.  I look  f orward to interact ing and 
col laborat ing wi th m any of  youÑ students, 
teachers, parents, and staf f .      ¡Mucho gusto! 
 
FAMILY PROFILE   
                             
The Madsen Fam i l y , compiled by Harmony 
parent Barbara McKinney 
 
I recent ly sat  down with one of  the newest  
members of  t he Harmony Family, the Madsen 
Family. Al ice Madsen is f our  and began in t he ECP 
this September. Her parents, Tammy and Todd 
Madsen, are both chemists who work  in the 
qual i ty assurance lab at  Cook, Inc. The Madsen 
Family moved f rom Montana t o Bloomington two 
years ago when Cook recrui ted t hem. 
 Tammy grew up in Iowa, received her  
bachelors in anthropology f rom  Iowa State and 
then her  bachelors in chemist ry f rom  New Mexico 
State. She did some work  towards her  PhD at  
Montana State. Todd received his bachelors f rom  
Western Montana and his masters in chemist ry 
f rom Montana State. They met  when both were 
at tending Montana State.  
 Al ice is enjoying the ECP, par t icular ly 
making f r iends, going to McCormickÕs Creek, 
watching t he f rogs in t he 
classroom aquar ium  and 
being read to in class. She 
also l ikes t he chance to do ar t  
at  Harmony, even drawing a 
por t rai t  of  me whi le we were 
chat t ing.                        
SheÕs look ing f orward to 
being Ð who else Ð Al ice in 
Wonder land f or  Hal loween. 
And sheÕs t ak ing bal let  lessons.  
 Tammy said that  they chose Harmony 
because i tÕs simi lar  to t he school  her  godchi ldren 
at tend, project -based and f ocusing on 
incorporat ing real-l i f e exper iences into the 
educat ional  process. They were look ing f or  
something simi lar  f or  Al ice and were glad they 
f ound Harmony. So f ar , she said, al l  three are 
happy with Harmony. 
 The f amily l i ves on two-and-a-half  acres 
between El let tsvi l le and St inesvi l le. They have a 
dog named Picabo (named af ter  the sk ier) and a 
cat  named Gizmo (at  age 21, not  named af ter  t he 
car toon character , which is of  a more recent  
vintage). Tammy said t hey love being able to see 
the stars f rom  their  home, something they 
couldnÕt  do in Montana. They enjoy ice hockey 
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and rock  cl imbing. They are look ing f orward to 
going to Colorado f or  a f amily visi t  at  
Thanksgiving; dur ing that  t r ip, Tammy and Todd 
wi l l  see an ACDC concert  whi le Al ice stays wit h 
f amily mem bers.  
 TammyÕs PIP job so f ar  has been helping 
with the Harvest  Fest ival . Tam my and/o r  Todd 
wi l l  probably help out  wit h the schoolÕs 
Math/ Science/T ech days.    
 
OTHER REPORTS 
 
RHINO’S ALL AGES CLUB    

 
Happy Fal l  f rom Rhino's! 
Current ly Rhino's st af f  members are helping to 
develop a state wide, youth dr iven ini t iat ive to 
remove smoking f rom  G, PG, and PG-13 movies. 
This is par t  of  our  Youth VOICE work  f or  which 
we have been recognized by t he State of  Indiana.  
Here's a quick  t idbi t  of  inf o t o let  you know why 
we are f i red up about  this cause:  

 In 1990, Congress ordered 
tobacco companies to cease f rom  
adver t ising t o youth.  

 Since 1990, "Brand Ident i f ied" smoking in 
G, PG, and PG-13 movies and music videos 
has r isen over  80%! 

 Not  only are characters in movies wit h 
youth audiences smoking more, t hey are 
visibly smoking specif ic BRANDS of  
cigaret tes. 

 Oh, and t he 5 major  Tobacco companies 
have been paying movie studios and 
record labels f or  t heir  product  placement .  

Rhino's wi l l  be leading the charge in innovat ive 
and creat ive ways to address this issue with t he 
enter t ainment  indust ry.    Stay tuned. 

In other  news: Screen Pr int ing wi l l  soon be added 
to t he Tuesday af ternoon Mural  Ar ts program. We 
now have a f ul ly f unct ioning screen pr int ing 
studio wit h some very nice equipment  f rom  a 
grant  f rom the Indiana Arts Com mission 
acquired by t he City of  Bloomington's Parks 
Department . Youth who'd l ike to use t he studio 
need to go through t raining with Harm ony parent  
Daniel le Urschel  and Rhino's st af f . 
 As always we'l l  have a big show on 
Hal loween this year  too. Lots of  other  things 
going on as wel l , too m uch in f act  f or  just  one 
update.  Look  f or  more next  newslet ter ! --Brad 

 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICE     
 
Two special  events coincide on one special  
weekend: On October  17-19 plan to celebrate 35 
years of  Harmony School  by coming home to t he 
reunion Fr iday night  through Sunday and also by 
tak ing par t  in HarmonyÕs second Harvest  
Celebrat ion & Walkathon.  
 A f ul l  menu of  act ivi t ies const i t utes the 
A l l  School Reun ion:  a regist rat ion supper at  
school on Fr iday night , Recept ion Saturday night  
at  Fountain Square Bal l room, and brunch at  
school Sunday morning. 
 Al l  are invi t ed to help 
raise f unds f or  Harmony 
scholarships by 
par t icipat ing in the Harv est  
Celebrat ion  walk  on Saturday 
af ternoon f rom  1:00 pm  to 
4:00 pm. We wi l l  have a 
r ibbon-cut t ing ceremony f or  the 
new stage, bike shelt er  and landscaping at  1:30. 
Then walkers wi l l  st rol l  t hrough IU Cam pus  and 
end up at  the Alpha Tau Omega house on 3rd 
St reet  f or  games and snacks before coming back 
to school f or  games, f un and f ood.  
 
We ask for your support in three important ways: 

• please bak e a batch of  som eth ing 
y um m y  to sel l  at  the Harmony Outdoor  
CafŽ. You can drop i t  of f  Fr iday dur ing the 
day or  br ing i t  to the cafŽ on Saturday. 

• help y our  ch i ld by invi t ing coworkers, 
f r iends and neighbors to cont r ibute. A 
smal l  gi f t  f rom manyÑ say $5 f rom 10 
peopleÑ adds up very quick ly. 

• We also need v olunteers t o help out  at  
the event  Ð sign up sheets are posted 
outside t he of f ice. 

 
We ask  that  each student  col lect  $50 f rom  
f r iends, f amily and neighbors to reach our  $5000 
goal this year . This can be done in person and by 
using our  special  on l ine op t ion; more dist ant  
relat i ves and f r iends can go to 
www.harmonyschool.org and select  Harmony 
Harvest  Celebrat ion and safely cont r ibute t o your  
chi ldÕs total !  We hope t he ent ire Harmony 
community wi l l  come out  and walk  to support  
Harm ony dur ing this special  day. For  detai ls or  
f or  y our  ow n env elope t alk  to Mary Beth at  334-
8379 or  mbroska@harmonyschool.org.   
 
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Local Clay  Pot ters' Gu i ld 11th Annual  
Pot ter y  Show  & Sale 

 
Fr iday, Novem ber  7, 2008  5 PM - 9 PM 
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Saturday, Novem ber  8, 2008  9 AM - 5 PM 
St . Mark 's United Methodist  Church 

100 N. Hwy 46 Bypass 
   

For  more inf orm at ion, contact  Karen Green Stone 
grostone@gmail .com   333-8085 or  www.localclay.net 

 


