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2002002002009999 Holiday Follies Holiday Follies Holiday Follies Holiday Follies    
Friday, December 18Friday, December 18Friday, December 18Friday, December 18thththth        

6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.                    
in the Harmony gym 

 
Suggested donation: 

Adults  $3  Children under 18  $1 
 
The middle and high school will be selling 
refreshments & gifts before the show and 
during the intermission, so bring extra 
spending money!   Proceeds will go to their 
Spring Trips. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: ALL STUDENTS MUST LEAVE  
SCHOOL BY 3:00 P.M. ON FRIDAY DECEMBER 
18th UNLESS THEY ARE IN THE AFTER 
SCHOOL OR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 
 
FOOD DRIVE FOR THE HUNGRY - Please 
remember to bring donations of non-perishables 
for our food drive!  Donations will be accepted 
up to Friday morning, Dec. 18th.  
 

We start back on TUESDAY, January 5th after 
Winter Break, following the MCCSC calendar. 

 
SNOW CLOSINGS - Harmony’s snow policy is: 
If MCCSC schools are closed, we are 
closed.  However, if MCCSC schools 
are on a delay, or close early, we 
normally stick to our regular 
schedule.   Tune in to the radio or TV 
in the mornings – we try to get our 
announcement on most of the following radio & 
TV stations: WFIU & WTIU, WFHB, WBWB, WTTS & 
WGTC, WISH-TV, Fox-59.   

2010 YEARBOOK - Just a reminder that you are 
encouraged to pre-order yearbooks this year. 
 This is our attempt to more accurately gauge 
sales and print fewer copies. The quality won't be 
affected--we'll still have the same look and 
content.  The price is only $10--a two dollar 
savings from the cost in the Spring.  Order forms 
and payment should be returned to the office by 
December 18th. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL OPENINGS – the Middle 
School has openings for Spring semester of 
2010.  Partial scholarships are available.  Contact 
the Harmony office if you know anyone who 
might be interested. 
 
HARD WORKING JANITORS – since September, 
our crew of volunteer janitors has grown, so we 
wanted to show our appreciation for the current 
group: Jolie Aldrich, Mikey Brooks, Leslie Burke, 
Chris Dadds, Brandy & Crash Elliott, Sandi, Koby 
& Spencer Kobylka, Ofer Levy, and Amy & 
Brittany Luman. Thank you all for your hard 
work keeping the building clean! 
 
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE – 2 small offices are 
available for rent in the Harmony Downtown Mall 
on S. Walnut St.  If interested, please contact Roc 
at harmony@indiana.edu or 334-8349.   
 

NEWS FROM THE PROGRAMS 
 
EARLYEARLYEARLYEARLY    CHILDHOODCHILDHOODCHILDHOODCHILDHOOD    PROPROPROPROGRAMGRAMGRAMGRAM        
 
Linda, Tim and Martha (3-5 year olds) 
Our continuing letter-a-day alphabet theme dictated 
the activities in the ECP for the whole month of 
November.  This month we Filled the sensory table 
with Flubber, made and Gobbled Granola bars, filled 
in Hundreds charts, played with Ice, made art from 
Junk and Kool-Aid playdough, Made Mashed 
potatoes and played Number bingo, folded Origami 
bunnies and mice, Played with Pillows on Pajama 
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day, acted out “Quick as a cricket,” Rolled Round 
things down Ramps, played with Snotty Slime, and 
used Tools to Take apart Telephones.  That’s just a 
quick sampling of the ECP ABCpalooza and the 
alliterative craziness that has infected our class. 
 Here are three short stories that we heard in 
response to our prompt: “Tell me your story.”  (1) 
“There was a hot lava monster that ate a cat, but the 
cat was still alive, though.  So all of them went back 
home and then they were safe.  The end!”  (2) “Once 
upon a time there was a cat in a real house.  It 
smacked its head on its hand and then hot lava came, 
and then a big hot lava monster came.  Well, the cat 
smacked its head again, then it smacked its eyeball in 
real life.  Then the monster went away.”  (3) “Once 
upon a time there was a nice wizard who helped 
princesses a lot.  The princess had one black cat.  
One day the princess went to the troll’s house.  The 
troll lives under an invisible bridge.  So the princess 
saw her favorite kind of candy and when she saw her 
favorite kind of candy she picked up the basket and 
then the troll came out and chased the princess.  Then 
the princess yelled, “Help! Help! Help!”  And then 
the wizard casted a spell on the troll and made the 
troll turn into a slug.  The End”. 
 On the last Harmony work day we brought 
some limestone boulders and logs from a tree that 
had recently been cut down to the ECP playground to 
make a couple of stabilized balance beams.  Later, 
the ECP kids worked together to gather a bunch of 
things from the playground like tires, play structures 
and leftover swimming pools to make an obstacle 
course.  It got intense use (round and round and 
round!) the first couple of days, but now it has 
evolved into a prop for imaginative play and 
sometimes just something to stroll upon while 
chatting with a friend.  The weather has finally begun 
to feel like winter in the past week, but the kids still 
love to play outside! 
See you at the Follies, --Tim, Linda, and Martha 
 
ELEMENTARYELEMENTARYELEMENTARYELEMENTARY    SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL     
 
KATE & CLAUDIO's (6-8 yr olds) 
Time has absolutely flown by since the publishing of 
the last newsletter!  It seems that October, November, 
and December are all full of excitement because of 
the stream of holidays.  With Thanksgiving behind 
us, the rest of 2009 is passing by in a blur.   
 Our class has been rehearsing for our 
upcoming Holiday Follies routine, and let me tell 
you, they will not disappoint!  They have been 
working hard and providing thoughtful feedback to 
improve their own performance, and it is definitely 
paying off.  You are in for a treat.  Join us on Friday 

the 18th to celebrate all of the fabulous effort the kids 
have been putting forth. 

 The upcoming Follies performance isn’t the 
only item causing a buzz in the hallway; we started 
Secret Friends on Monday.  The kids are absolutely 
elated as they try to fool their buddy with sneaky 
handwriting disguises, while also attempting to 
identify the person leaving them clues.  Please help 
your child remember to jot down a note, create some 
art, or send a small gift to school – we want everyone 
to have a good time. 
 With only a week-and-a-half to go before 
winter break, and so much to look forward to, the 
energy level in our classroom is high.  A week from 
Friday, we will culminate 2009 with a celebration and 
Secret Friend gift exchange in the morning, roller 
skating in the afternoon, and the Holiday Follies in the 
evening.  I am sure we will all be ready for a rest after 
that!  More to come in 2010… --Kate 
 

JO & JEREMY's (8-10 yr olds) 
This month has been full of excitement as the kids 
engage in Follies Practice, Secret Somebodies, and 
other kinds of holiday cheer.  Our class represents the 
first time Harmony kids have the opportunity to 
choose and perform their own Follies act.  We have 
enjoyed the many skits kids have come up with and 
each of them is working hard on singing, dancing, or 
acting out their chosen bit.  It’s a great chance to help 
those who may have a public shell, crack it open and 
shine.  Most of the kids are doing funny acts in groups 
of two to five.  We hope all of you will come to enjoy 
their performances. 
     The rest of our curriculum is settled into the 
core of our academic work.  Young readers are 
making strides and enjoying longer, more interesting 
chapter books. Our mathematicians are wrestling with 
multiplication and division, and the kids are studying 
the roots of their language in Grammar.  These 
fundamental skills are important and as teachers we 
find all kinds of ways to make them more fun to learn.  
Jo loves to write gross and hilarious sentences with 
the third graders as they learn cursive and study proper 
nouns and Jeremy has brought in his imaginary friend 
Aloysius the Candy Maker to employ the kids to 
design packages for his precious candies.  All of this 
connects the work we do to reality and the role each 
skill has to our world.  
     Finally, we are beginning new bodyworks 
classes.  The kids have chosen between badminton and 
volleyball and we are building skills so that games can 
commence.  --Jeremy 
 
KATHY & SCOTT’s (10-12 year olds)   
As winter takes over, frosting over our woods and 
playground, we’ve moved indoors, travelling 
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between our Astronomy and Native American 
themes. Our class is completing our annual Conflict 
Resolution training as we progress into our yearly 
civics theme, Legal Literacy. Of course, students are 
excitedly practicing their Holiday Follies acts or 
participating in stage or tech crews.  

 As we explored the value systems of 
traditional Native America and European settlers, we 
turned our attention toward our own value systems, 
journaling about questions regarding our own values. 
Upon reading a variety of scenarios, our class 
analyzed where conflict or misunderstanding might 
occur between Native American and European 
cultural values. As we continued to consider values, 
we focused on honoring our elders. Students 
interviewed an elder from their family and worked 
with their elders in completing a family tree. Students 
told new family stories that they learned during these 
meetings. Of course arts, crafts, and symbolism are 
important aspects of Native American values, and we 
discussed elements of design, symbolism behind 
designs, and the variety of arts in Native American 
culture. We read about the significance of medicine 
bags and had a try at making our own, while learning 
to sew a ‘blanket stitch’. Thanks to a generous 
donation of sea shells and craft supplies and Lee 
Mysliwiec’s assistance in drilling holes in the shells, 
the bags were decorated beautifully with shells, 
beads, and feathers. Thanks to Harmony Middle 
School teacher and artist, Ursina, we also learned 
about Native American pottery and we each made 
pinch pots decorated with designs in earth tone slips. 
To celebrate Thanksgiving, we gathered for a shared 
meal of burritos, salad, and cider, taking a moment to 
share what we were thankful for. Thanks to all who 
helped make the meal a success.  An all-ages skating 
trip allowed us to recreate as a group before resting a 
bit over the holiday and gathering with our families.  
 In preparation for next semester, our 6th 
graders developed their Graduation Project proposals 
and set their goals for the year. Our grads are in the 
process of completing their community service 
projects and will begin their research in January.  

As a follow up to finishing our first read-
aloud of the year, our class attended the Indiana 
Repertory Theater’s production of Lois Lowry’s 
novel, The Giver. Our students made many astute 
observations comparing the screenplay to the novel, 
characterizations, and the set, as well as analyzing the 
themes of the story. The curtain talk with the director 
and the actors helped to answer many of the students’ 
remaining questions. At this time we are finishing up 
Martian Chronicles and our other current read-aloud, 
The Education of Little Tree.    

We invite you to join us at the Holiday 
Follies for an amazing celebration of all of the 
talented students in our all-ages community.  

Many thanks to all of the parents, friends, 
colleagues, and volunteers who generously donate 
their time, skills, and resources to provide tutoring, 
reading buddies, book orders, chaperones, drivers, 
cooking, cleaning help, and supplies that help us to 
offer a wide variety of activities and opportunities for 
our students. Special thanks to Jena Hanes for her 
help in creating an exciting Astronomy curriculum 
for the class.  We couldn’t have done it without her 
support! 
 Wishing you good health and happiness over 
the holidays, Kathy, Scott, and the Harmony School 
5th & 6th Grade Class 
 
MIDDLEMIDDLEMIDDLEMIDDLE    SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL         
    
Kelli, Marty, Ursina 
Continuing where I left off in my last newsletter 
column about life in the Middle School, I'll turn my 
attention to what happens to kids from the time they 
come in to the time they graduate. Quite a lot, 
actually. And while there is variation from kid to kid, 
some generalities can be made.  In that 2 year period, 
kids:   
1) begin to see the "curve" coming--maybe not see 
ahead of it, but understand that they need to get ready 
for it,  
2) get better organized with their stuff and their time,  
3) become more social & less egocentric, 
4) rethink old beliefs (even cherished ones from 
childhood) & take on some new ones,  
5) begin to try on adult roles,  
6) sharpen their view of who they are and, sometimes 
more importantly, who they aren't,  
7) plant the seeds for their future passions,  
8) start to relate to a global perspective,  
9) become more critical of the seeming illogic of 
many societal norms.   
 Ahhhhh, it's enough to make your head spin.  I 
used to compare Middle School years to dog 
years where one year turns into seven--my point 
being that so much does indeed happen.  But the 
bottom line, for most kids, is they come out of it a 
better person, more capable, more thoughtful, on the 
road to a better life. That is, in fact, what we strive 
for while we're pushing independent projects,  
spelling tests, current science, fractions, clean-
up, conundrums,  bodyworks, etc.  It's this bigger 
picture that matters most at the Middle School level. 
 Ok, so news.  Students are finishing up 
independent projects and presentations prior to break. 
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We will have a holiday party/gift exchange on 
Friday, December 18.  We encourage modest gifts. 
After break we'll spend January doing debates. 
Students will vote on controversial topics and 
research both the pro and con arguments prior to the 
actual debate.  A flip of the coin will ultimately 
determine which side they have to argue.  In 
February, 8th graders will begin their graduation 
projects--a 13 week process that involves a 
committee, 60+ hours of work, and a demonstration 
to the community of what they learned.  Seventh 
graders will do two smaller projects over the course 
of the semester.  We encourage parents to discuss 
topic choices with their child; parents can also be 
helpful on graduation committees.   
We hope you all have a pleasant holiday. --Marty 
    

HIGHHIGHHIGHHIGH    SCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOLSCHOOL     
    
Sal, Jeni, Ruthie, Paul, Tom 
December is always an exciting month in the High 
School – particularly for the seniors, whose cups are 
overflowing!  They have been busy putting together 
college application packets that have been going out 
to universities all over the country. They are also 
finalizing the details on their projects, which are as 
amazing and creative as ever. We will devote 
January’s high school portion of the newsletter to a 
detailed description of each! In the meantime, we 
wish them the very best on their travels and will be 
sharing news of them before they return in April. 
 In the meantime, all the other classes are 
working hard on their final projects.  In Western Civ, 
we are finishing our studies of Ancient Rome, before 
students begin their essays comparing the ancient 
empire with US society today. While students in the 
American Century are comparing the causes of the 
Great Depression with those of the Great Recession 
and analyzing how each has affected the average 
American family. We are saving our Thirties Night 
until Emily and Dave get back from Ethiopia and can 
be persuaded to come in and teach us how to Swing 
Dance again! 
 
Jeni: As the semester and my student teaching at 
Harmony draw to a close, I would like to thank all the 
members of the Harmony community for welcoming 
me.  I have learned so much from my experience here 
and feel very privileged to have had the opportunity 
to do my student teaching in such a supportive, 
energetic, and innovative environment.  Many thanks 
to all the students, teachers, and parents! 
 Our final unit in The Politics of Everything 
has brought us to investigating politics in the lives of 
students.  We have learned about the ways in which 

the law treats minors and students differently than 
adults, including issues of free speech, privacy, and 
criminal law.  Over the last few weeks, students have 
been hard at work on their bill proposals and letters 
to send to various US and Indiana senators and 
representatives and city council members.  The 
proposals range from building bike lanes in 
Bloomington to requiring motorcycle helmets in 
Indiana to prohibiting animal testing for cosmetics in 
the US.  We are looking forward to hearing from 
some of our elected officials about these proposals! 
 In the final weeks of Human Rights, we 
discussed human rights issues in the current War on 
Terror, including harsh interrogation techniques 
condoned by the US.  Students have also been 
conducting independent research on human rights 
problems and debates around the world, including 
same-sex marriage, human trafficking, violence 
against women, and child soldiers.  December 10 is 
Human Rights Day and our class created posters to 
educate the rest of the Harmony community about the 
UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
Ruthie: In the Research Seminar, students are 
presenting their research projects to the class and to 
special guests, like parents and mentors. This is a 
time for students to show off what they have been 
working so hard on all semester. The final component 
of the class will consist of students reviewing each 
other's written work and archiving it electronically so 
that future Harmony High School students can look 
at these projects as a model of good work. 
 In The Science of Water class students are 
finishing up presenting their water projects to their 
classmates. These projects centered round a water 
issue of the student's choice. The final parts of this 
class involve revising their water project papers and 
engaging in a water rights debate. 
 In the Geology class students have been 
studying earthquakes. We have looked at what is 
necessary for an earthquake to happen in the first 
place, how earthquakes are measured and rated, and 
finally how scientists are able to locate where an 
earthquake happened. Next we will be looking into 
the Tsunami of 2004 by watching a video by NOVA 
that contains scientists' insights, survivors' 
perspectives, and video footage of milder parts of the 
tsunami. We will finish the semester with a mini-
project on geological issues. 
 
Paul:  In these last final weeks of school, both staff 
and students seem to be bouncing around trying to 
get everything finished up before break.  In my first 
period class, Cultural Arts of the Middle East and 
India, we are in the middle of our movie projects.  
Each of the students in responsible for researching 
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the arts of a particular country: Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
Turkey, Iran, or India, and creating a short movie that 
introduces the view to these arts.  I’ve found that it’s 
a fun way to end the semester, it allows the students 
to do both research and review of the material, and it 
creates a great finished product. 
 During Traditions of Music we have finished 
our survey of North America, Europe, and Africa, 
and now we are turning to the Middle East, Turkey, 
and India.  This week we’ll be watching a wonderful 
documentary about the music of Turkey called 
Crossing the Bridge, and next week we’ll wrap 
things up with some Indian music and “Name that 
Tune”.  Overall, this class has been a lot of fun this 
semester.  When I taught it before there were only 
four students, but now with nine it is much livelier! 
 Finally, in the afternoon, my class of budding 
electronic composers is putting the final touches on 
their music videos.  Each group has created an 
original composition between 2 and 5 minutes, and 
now they are assembling video clips from the internet 
to create music video montages to accompany their 
tunes.  Fifth period classes can sometimes be 
challenging to teach: there is a wide range of ages, 
abilities, maturity levels, and classroom hours.  This 
time, however, I’ve felt great about the structure, 
balance, and flow of the course.  The students also 
seem to have been enjoying it – always a plus! 
 
Jon: As the semester ends for Algebra 1 we will be 
focusing on solving basic algebraic equations in a 
variety of contexts. We will also begin our semester 
review in preparation for the final. 
 Algebra 2: In December we will be finishing 
the unit on solving advanced algebraic equations - 
focusing on classifying equations and methods for 
solving. The last week before the final will be spent 
learning completing the square as a method for 
solving algebraic equations. 
 Students in Independent Math will be working 
to finish the units in the individualized curriculum 
and preparing for end of the semester evaluations. 
 Precalculus: December will be spent learning 
about and working with exponential and logarithmic 
functions, including graphing, solving techniques, 
proofs and applications. On the final day of class we 
will have a unit test. 
 
Tom: What a pleasure it has been teaching my 
students this semester and seeing progress with each 
one.  I thank them for their patience with me as I try 
new techniques and materials to help balance an 
individual's academic vigor with their personal story. 
Integrating Facebook as a curricular medium has 
been a fascinating resource on many levels. 
      Greek & Latin Roots class heads toward finals 

next week as does Ninth Grade American English.  
Kevin Eldridge and Susan Suksiri will continue to 
work with the ninth graders next semester through  
Indiana University Creative Writing MFA program. 
I'm enjoying my Literary Criticism students' final 
projects:  anthologies, papers and poem reactions.  
      I am enthusiastically indebted to Allison 
Baker for her co-teaching my archetypal/gender 
psychology class this semester and expanding my 
own multicultural horizons as well as those of our 
students.  
      Ursina's and my Exploration Four Elements 
class with the K-3rd kids was a wonderful 
collaborative experience for us both and we have 
received appreciative comments on the dvd Ursina 
made for the participants. Thanks to Evan Voss for 
helping us as well! 
 Many of you are aware of the exciting news 
that Emily Sprowls (high school science teacher) 
and her husband Dave Kysela recently returned from 
Ethiopia, accompanied by their two newly adopted 
sons, Amare and Zenebe.  Emily is taking a maternity 
leave to allow her new family to adjust, and then the 
boys will join the Harmony ECP.  Many thanks to 
Ruthie (her student teacher this fall) who will fill in 
for her.  We can’t wait to meet the boys!   
 
10th AND 11th GRADE STUDENTS' PARENTS 
SHOULD CALL TOM TO SCHEDULE A 
PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER CONFERENCE 
HALF HOUR FOR JANUARY...333-1120 before 
9:00 PM please. 
         
PROFILES & PROFILES & PROFILES & PROFILES & OTHER REPORTSOTHER REPORTSOTHER REPORTSOTHER REPORTS        
    
FAMILYFAMILYFAMILYFAMILY    PROFILEPROFILEPROFILEPROFILE   
 
The Kossmann Family, compiled by Harmony 
parent, Barbara McKinney 
 
I recently had a chance to have a hot Soma drink on a 
cool afternoon with Mendy and Jacque (Jax) 
Kossmann. (It’s clear I may have the best PIP job at 
Harmony – I get to hang out at coffee houses and 
meet lovely people.) 
 Jax is 11 and in fifth grade at Harmony. 
Except for The Prep School, Harmony is the only 
school she has attended. She was born in Boston but 
moved to Bloomington when she was about a year 
old. She said she likes Harmony for at least three 
reasons:  “there are not too many rules”, she doesn’t 
always have to wear shoes and she likes the 
Exploration classes.  Right now, she is making 
friendship bracelets in Exploration and likes doing 
that – she showed me one she had just made. She’s 
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enjoyed reading The Giver in class and is looking 
forward to seeing a play based on the book in 
Indianapolis.  She’s an avid reader, gymnast and 
musician; she sings and plays the drums. For the 
Harmony Holiday Follies, she will be performing the 
Lucky Star Dance, from an anime cartoon, with nine 
friends.  
 Mendy, Jax’s mom, is from Bloomington but 
has lived in Boston as well. She studied horticulture 
in college, but is not using that experience at work 
these days:  she’s an academic coordinator with the 
College Internship Program in Bloomington. She 
works with 17 students at Ivy Tech and IU who have 
disabilities such as Asperger’s Syndrome and 
nonverbal learning differences, helping them assess 
their skills and individual needs, tutoring some of 
them and even on occasion going to their houses and 
making sure they get up for class on time. She’s been 
in this position for a year; before, she was a case 
manager at Options. 
 Mendy and Jax lately have been enjoying 
watching The Gilmore Girls on DVD. They both 
relate to characters in the show and joined Netflix so 
they could watch episodes without having a deadline 
to return the DVD. 
 Jax is fortunate enough to have two fathers. 
Her biological father, Kurt Kossman, lives in Boston 
and operates Gold Coast Parasails. Jax visits him 
each June and at Thanksgiving and because of her 
father’s business, knows how to operate a jet ski and 
a kayak.  She is also the proud owner of a 14-foot 
Boston Whaler boat, a gift from her dad. Her 
stepfather, Marc Sattinger, lives in Bloomington. 
He’s been in Jax’s life since she was young, and 
although Mendy is no longer married to him, he 
remains good friends with Mendy and a big part of 
Jax’s life. He is the former owner of the Upland 
Brewing Company and is now involved in investing. 
 Mendy and Jax recently bought their first 
house, a two-story bungalow on Miller Drive. Mendy 
said she can see Jax being very happy about having 
the upstairs to herself when she is a teenager. The 
house is on one acre, giving Mendy a chance to 
garden again. 
 They have three pets:  a pound puppy named 
Inka who is a year and a half old and who is at least 
largely a German shepherd; a black cat that Jax at age 
3 named Hermione; and a Siamese blend, cross-eyed, 
feisty cat named Asher from a character in the book, 
The Red Tent. (Asher had a girl’s name until Jax 
discovered she was a he.) 
 
 
 
 

STAFFSTAFFSTAFFSTAFF    PROFILEPROFILEPROFILEPROFILE   
 
Megan Folley 
Hello Harmony!  My name is Megan and I am very 
excited to be here working in the office with Libby 
and Leslie. I also have two children who attend 
Harmony. Addison is in Kate and Claudio’s class in 
the first grade and Phoenix is in the Early Childhood 
Program. All three of us enjoy being a part of the 
school community.  
 I was born in the upper peninsula of Michigan 
in a very small town on Lake Superior. I spent the 
early part of my childhood running around in the 
woods and hanging out at the lake. I feel very 
fortunate to have lots of memories of spending time 
outdoors enjoying nature.  
 My family moved to Indianapolis while I was 
still in elementary school and I lived there until I 
moved to Bloomington to attend Indiana University. I 
graduated from IU with a bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology and then moved to West Palm Beach, 
Florida. While in Florida I worked for a civil rights 
advocacy agency that served people with disabilities. 
I really enjoyed my job there, running an out of 
school program for middle school and high school 
students with disabilities. I did that for three years 
and then moved to a very small town in Texas. Texas 
was a terrible place for me to live and I ended up 
staying there for less than a year before returning 
home to Bloomington. 
 One thing that is interesting about me is that I 
did not attend high school. I struggled in school 
socially; I just never felt comfortable and didn’t 
really see the point of being there. With my mother’s 
blessing I dropped out of school when I was fourteen 
years old and worked on an independent study 
program. I took my GED when I was seventeen and 
then stated to attend classes at IUPUI. After a year of 
taking classes at IUPUI I was then able to transfer to 
IU Bloomington. I’m thankful for my mother’s 
support and to have been able to make my own path, 
but I wonder sometimes if I would allow my children 
to make the same decision.  

 
NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS    FROMFROMFROMFROM    ALUMNIALUMNIALUMNIALUMNI  
 
Tia Anderson (1996 graduate) 
I just moved to Portland, Oregon this summer from 
Juneau, Alaska where I had been living since 1998. I 
moved from one temperate rain forest to another but 
there's way more to do in Portland than in Juneau. I 
am unemployed like 11.5% of the Oregon 
population. I am a certified elementary school 
teacher and looking for new directions in my life. 
Overseas teaching is high on my list. I live with Ed, 
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my partner of 9 years, (he went to Bloomington 
North). My current interests are math education, 
ashtanga yoga, cooking with vegetables, vipassana 
meditation, writing, biking, and natural building. I'm 
on Facebook. Maybe I'll catch you at the next 
reunion. -Tia- 
 
RHINO’SRHINO’SRHINO’SRHINO’S    ALLALLALLALL    AGESAGESAGESAGES    CLUBCLUBCLUBCLUB         
 
Happy Holidays from Rhino's! 
 Things are still "steady as she goes" here on 
the S.S. Rhino's. Here's some trivia for you if you are 
sitting around with the family this season! Did you 
know that Rhino's partners with or collaborates with 
the following agencies: 
 United Way, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Girl’s 
Inc, Boys and Girls Club, Boys and Girls Club - 
Crestmont, Middle Way House, Stepping Stones, 
Stone Belt, BHSN and BHSS gay and lesbian youth 
alliances, Bloomington Hospital, Planned 
Parenthood, Monroe County Prosecutor's Office, 
Monroe County Youth Services Bureau, Society for 
Creative Anachronism, BAM (Bloomington Area 
Musicians), BEAD, Lotus, Indiana Criminal Justice 
Institute, Monroe County Probation Department, 
CATS, WFHB, City of Bloomington Parks and 
Recreation Department, IU Service Learning 
Department, IU School of Informatics, Monroe 
County Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Coalition, 
and many more state and national organizations and 
groups?            Yep.  We do. 
 Don't forget our annual New Year's Eve show 
for all ages, and we here at Rhino's wish you all a 
Happy Whatever It Is you Celebrate and a Peaceful 
New Year.  --Brad 
 
DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT    OFFICEOFFICEOFFICEOFFICE                    
 
We have posted the first eight minutes of the 
Halloween Parade on our Ning site 
http://harmonyschool.ning.com/. More of this year’s 
parade, Thriller Dance, and costume awards will 
follow. If you weren’t there to witness the Thriller 
Dance, keep checking the Ning site—you’ll love it. 
The entire DVD can be ordered from the 
development office for a contribution of $5 or more.  
 We plan to do the same thing with this year’s 
Follies, which will be held on Friday, December 18. 
We will post it in segments on the Ning site and then 
sell copies of the entire show on DVD.  
 If you haven’t made your tax year end 
contribution, there’s still time. We have a few NAP 
credits left for Indiana residents who give $100 or 
more. They receive half their contribution as a credit 
to their state taxes on top of the usual deduction if 

they itemize. The development office will be open 
until December 24th. Credits must be sold by 
December 28th to qualify for the 2009 tax year. 
 Sierah, Leslie B., and I hope you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. We are thankful for all our 
donors because your generosity keeps our doors open 
to those who need our services most. 80% of 
Harmony School students receive tuition assistance. 
67% of the young people at Harmony and Rhino’s 
qualify for a free or reduced-price lunch under the 
public school guidelines. The National School 
Reform Faculty has voluntary membership dues to 
help ensure that our services are available to any 
educator who needs them. Their contributions to the 
Dunne/Mohr Scholarship Fund pay the cost of 
attending national meetings and conferences for 
educators who might otherwise not be able to attend. 
 This is work worth doing and your gifts are 
greatly appreciated.  Thanks, --Scott Hutchinson 
 

HARMONYCORPSHARMONYCORPSHARMONYCORPSHARMONYCORPS    UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE     
 
One of Harmony Education Center’s outreach 
projects is our Harmony-Corps program in 
Indianapolis.  HarmonyCorps staff members work in 
public and charter schools, as well as the United Way 
and youth agencies, and have opportunities to 
increase student voice in school, increase 
opportunities for student leadership, and increase 
parent and community engagement. They work with 
students, educators, parents and community members 
every day and are engaged in a variety of activities 
including: program development and facilitation, 
volunteer recruitment, youth mentoring, and capacity 
and skill-building amongst youth and adults.  
 One of these members, Safia Ansari (a 
Harmony graduate!) works at The Met School, and 
has been busy this month wrapping up her many after 
school programs for the semester. She facilitates 
drama, art and dance clubs, cooking and bowling 
classes, and an African American history program.  
She also engages in daily tutoring where she helps 
students with any homework they may have as well 
as test preparation. 
 Besides these after school programs she and 
other members have been taking students on various 
field trips to the Indianapolis Museum of Art, the 
Shephard Community Center for toy sorting (for 
children whose families cannot afford gifts), a 
Refugee relocation center, Crispus attucks (a tour of 
African American heritage) and the central library to 
talk to people about non-profit organizations.  
 For more information, visit 
http://www.harmonyeducationcenter.org/harmonycor
ps/  


