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NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 
 

EARTH DAY AT HARMONY 
SCHOOL is Friday, April 25th.  
If you  are interested in helping ou t  
wi th  dr iving or  assist ing in any of 
the classes, please contact  the 
main  office or  Emily at  
emilysprowl s@harm onyschool.org  
 
Remi nd er s: 
¥ If you  have any doubts abou t  your  ch ild 
retu rning to Harm ony in t he fall, please talk  wi th  
the t eachers as soon as possible.   
¥ Please pay your second sem ester  Mater ials/  
Technology fees if you  havenÕt already done so!  
The fees are $30/ ch ild. 
 
Ha r mon y st uden t s i n  t h e n ew s: 
Harmony High  School stu dent , Seung-mi Sun, 
recent ly won  fi rst  pr ize in  the Bloomington 
Sym phony You ng Art ist  Com pet it ion.  
As a resu lt , she wil l per form a solo 
accom pan ied by t he Bloomington 
Sym phony Orchest ra. Come and hear 
th is br i ll iant  young viol in ist  on  Sunday, April 
27th at  3pm  at  Bloomington High  School North.  
The concert  is free and open to t he pu bl ic. 
 
Harmony 5th Grade Stu dent , Corey Dadds, won 
Fir st  Place in  the Upper  Elem entary Division of 
the City of Bloom ington Human Right s 
Comm ission Essay Contest  Variety is the Spice of 
Life: Celebrating Diversity. 
At  the awards cerem ony, Corey was congratu lated 
by Mayor  Mark  Kruzan, who read select ions from 
the wi nn ing piece, ent it led Wake Up to the Spice of 
Life!   In  it , Corey reminds u s, ÒThatÕs wh at  the 
spice of differences does: it  helps us learn from  
disagreem ent , appreciate di fferences so we can 
deal wi t h big problem s, and helps u s learn abou t  
ou rselves. It  wakes u s up to li fe.Ó  For  t he honor 

Corey was presented with  a cer t ificate and a 
generou s gi ft  card.  Corey has also been invit ed to 
read his work  on  WFHB radio stat ion along with 
the other  stu dent  wi nners.  We are all  proud of 
h is accom plishm ent .  Congratu lat ions, Corey! 
 
PART-TIME JOB OPENING Ð sadly Cr ist ie 
Kel lar  wi ll  be moving on  from her posit ion  in the 
Harmony office once her  son Lance gradu ates th is 
May, so we wi ll  be h ir ing a replacem ent .  We are 
look ing for  som eone who is comfor table wi t h 
com puters, has bookkeeping exper ience, and is 
able t o mu lt i -task .  The posit ion  wi ll  be par t -t im e 
to star t  bu t  cou ld tu rn into a fu l l-t im e posit ion  
eventual ly.  I f you  are int erested, please br ing or  
send your  resum e and a cover let t er  t o Libby by 
May 1st.  This is a year -round posit ion, and wou ld 
star t  m id-May or  ear ly Ju ne.   
 

Saturday, May 17th 
 
Th is annual Harm ony fund raiser  is now on ly a 
month  away!  It  requ ires lot s of volunteer  help, so 
we wi ll  have a sign-u p board in the hallway soon . 
Th is is a fu n way to get  in som e PIP hou rs and 
help the school.  Som e parents are already 
work ing hard col lect ing donat ions for  t he Si lent  
Auct ion  and the food booth as wel l as planning 
games and live enter tainm ent .  Th is is t ru ly a 
family event  and wou ldnÕt happen wi thou t  ou r  
hard work ing parent sÕ involvem ent .   

 

 
GRADUATI ON DAY 
Saturday, May 24th 

 

Kindergar ten  (ECP) Gr adu ates: 1:00 p.m. 

Elementary School Gr adu ates: 1:30 p.m. 
Middle School Gradu ates: 2:30 p.m. 
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Hi gh  School Gr adu ates: 3:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

Harmony Multicultural Day –  
A Trip Around the World 

 
On the last  Fr iday in  Febru ary, Harmony School 
stu dents, staff, volunteers, and comm un ity 
mem bers held a day long celebrat ion in  honor of 
the wor ldÕs diversity of cu ltu res.  We began the 
fest ivit ies in t he morn ing with  Ian  Art hu r  playing 
the bagpipes and shar ing the cu ltu re of h is ar t , 
fol lowed by the beau t ifu l Nicaraguan gu itar  and 
voice of Isaac Salazar .  The final  act  of the open ing 
event  was t he local Capoeira Angola grou p wh o 
per form ed whi le Iu r i Santos informed u s of the 
history behind th is fascinat ing mu sical mart ial  
ar t .  We t hank t hese talented ar t ists for  shar ing 
their  love of cu ltu ral  ar t s with  u s. 
 After  these per form ances, st udents and 
guest s Ôtraveled arou nd the wor ldÕ to Afr ican 
Amer ica, Ghana, Mexico, Japan, the Pacific 
Northwest  Indian  Region , Ch ina, the Middle East , 
the Navajo Sou thwestern Region, Turkey, France, 
England, Korea, Brazil and t he Ukraine.  We even  
had the opportun ity to learn  abou t  Oracu lar  
System s t hroughou t  t he wor ld.  Many thanks to 
everyone from our commu nity who volu nteered to 
share their  cu ltu re with us. The morningÕs t ravels 
inclu ded a sm orgasbord of tastes, act ivit ies, 
per formances, and interact ive exper iences 
represent ing a wealth of wor ld cu ltu res. 
 Lunch t ime brought  an  internat ional 
banqu et  that  was the resu lt  of many fam ily and 
bu siness donors and t he hard work of a team  of 
t ireless volunteers. The deliciou s taste exper ience 
was a gift  fr om those wh o donated t heir  t im e, 
resou rces, and energy to provide a t r ip arou nd the 
wor ld for  ou r  palates as wel l.   
 The afternoon  found you nger  st udents in  
their  classroom s, cont inu ing with t heir  
celebrat ion of wor ld cu ltu res.  Older  stu dent s 
chose am ong a var iety of cu ltu ral  workshops 
inclu ding Capoeira, Afr ican  Drumm ing, Lat in 
Dance, TaiQiChuan, Dart s, An imated Short  
Movies from Arou nd the Wor ld, and Ch inese 
J ianzi Kick ing. What  a wonderfu l way t o work off 
the del icious internat ional banqu et  wh ile learn ing 
a new sk i ll ! 
 To end the day, t he school gathered in the 
gym to share some of what  we learned.  The 
stu dentsÕ performances al lowed u s a mom ent  to 
appreciate the m any people wh o gave their  t ime to 
make th is celebrat ion a success. We enjoyed a 
per formance of Afr ican Am er ican hand clapping 

and rhym ing gam es, a Ghanaian  story, and we 
ended the day with  a Ch inese Dragon Dance and 
Lantern Fest ival to r ing in t he Year  of the Rat !  In 
all we closed u p our  month long celebrat ion  of 
mu lt icu ltu ral diversit y wi th  a bang!  --Kathy 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE PROGRAMS 

 
EARLY CHI LDHOOD PROGRAM   
 
Linda, Tim and MarthaÕs (3-5 year olds) 
Golf ball painting was one of the favorite art projects this month. 
We put a piece of paper down in the bottom of a large shoe box, 
drip some paint on the paper, drop in a ball, then hold the box and 
wiggle it around to roll the ball through the paint and over the 
paper. It's fun to do and the colorful tracks are very attractive on 
the wall. A successful new twist this year was to use a porcupine 
ball, resulting in a page covered with multi-colored dots. For a 
couple of weeks we had a triple water table set up with our two 
sensory tables bridged by a third large container of water. The kids 
used buckets, funnels, tubing, and PVC pipe with fittings to make 
all kinds of different ways to move the water from one place to 
another. 
  The weather has been warming and believe it or not 
we've already had a couple of barefoot days outside. The kids are 
anxious to throw off their jackets and shoes any time the sun 
comes out or the temperature gets above 500.  Of course the 
teachers don't always agree. Trike riding has been unusually 
popular and the ÒwoodsÓ is a favorite place to go when outside. 
Unfortunately the leaves are budding out on the bushes and within 
just a few weeks we won't be able to let the kids in the woods 
unless there is a teacher to accompany them.  
  We are planning the garden that the kids will take care of 
and harvest during the summer program. At the moment tomatoes, 
salad cucumbers and pumpkins are leading a survey of vegetables 
that the kids want to plant. They also want a bunch of tall 
sunflowers and we are thinking of planting them in a ring to make a 
Òsunflower houseÓ that the kids can use as a refuge on hot days.  
  Our kindergartners have begun their first round of 
research project presentations. Sophia reported on cheetahs, Aliya 
told us what she had learned about fairies, Wade talked about 
contraptions and demonstrated a catapult that he built at home, 
and Reed taught us about birds. We had a visitor during one 
presentation and she was very impressed with seeing such young 
children stand and talk in front of an audience. Most of the children 
just take it in stride. 
  It was wonderful to hear Wolter Weirbos play solo 
trombone. We try to expose the children to a variety of music and 
his playing was unlike anything else. He made a surprising range 
of noises playing all parts of the instrument by themselves and 
together. We also loved the Lotus Blossoms artist, Australian 
performer Paul Taylor. He enchanted the kids with his blend of 
story, song, dance, and drama featuring the mesmerizing 
didjeridoo.  
  Enjoy the daffodils --Tim, Linda, and Martha 
 
EL EM ENTARY SCHOOL  
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Michele and ClaudioÕs (6-8 yr olds) 
April is a month where the halls ring empty downstairs at lunchtime.  
All the children are outside playing!  ItÕs wonderful to have the sun 
warm on our faces once again.  Of course, April can also be cold 
and rainy.  With the changeable Indiana weather this time of year, it 
only seems natural that our theme for this month should be 
ÒWeatherÓ.  This month weÕll spend time charting the weather, and 
learning such things as how wind blows, what makes a rainbow, 
how lightning and thunder occur and the difference between snow, 
sleet, rain and hail.  By the end of this month we should be able to 
answer that age-old question, ÒDo April showers bring May 
flowers?Ó 
 WeÕd like to thank Mary Helen Ayres for continuing to 
come every year to give a talk on the birth process.  The kids really 
look forward to her talk and are fascinated with how babies are 
born.  After all, this is a special year.  Three of our kidsÕ moms are 
(or have recently been) pregnant and so is one of the after school 
program teachers! 
 This month the second graders will begin writing in their 
journals in cursive.  This is a big step for kids who just started 
learning the cursive alphabet this semester.  Everyone is excited by 
the prospect, although a bit relieved that they donÕt have to write 
that way all the time! 
 Starting the second week of this month, the second 
graders will also begin writing their animal reports.  They will pick an 
animal they want to research, and then pick out books that they can 
read about their animal.  WeÕll brainstorm the kind of information 
people will want to know about their animals and then they will find 
that information in their books or on the internet.  Later, theyÕll learn 
how to write an introductory and concluding paragraph.  ItÕs a big 
project and when they are finished, theyÕll make presentations to the 
first graders. 
 The first graders continue to be more academically 
independent.  Many of them have or will be finished with their first 
grade math books soon.  They are also reading and writing with 
greater skill!   --Michele 
 
Jeremy and JoÕs (8-10 yr olds) 
Our final months in this yearÕs third and fourth grade classroom are 
jam packed with fun and excitement.  Our Research theme recently 
ended with each child presenting their learning to the class.  The 
kids were amazing and worked incredibly hard to find information 
about their topic, and then convert it into a presentation for the 
class.  We are now spending time studying ÒJo and JeremyÕs 
Favorite ThingsÓ.  Like Oprah, we will share our favorite things.  
Unlike Oprah, they are neither material possessions nor will we be 
giving thousands of dollars worth of stuff to our studio audience!   
     One of my favorite things is art.  So for the last couple of 
weeks we have been painting and bookmaking.  One of JoÕs 
favorite things (besides her co-teacher) is viewing the lifestyles and 
patterns of birds.  For this unit we will spend some time at JoÕs 
house bird watching. 
     The children are also deep into their ÒBusinessesÓ math 
unit.  They are all selling goods and enjoying the process of keeping 
track of money, writing checks, offering sales, and building exciting 
homes. 
     In the next couple of weeks we will begin talking about 
where to go on our trip.  Last year we went to St. Louis and had a 
blast.  This year there will be two choices.  The first choice isÉ (you 

thought I was going to tell, didnÕt you?).  Whatever choice is made, 
we will be sure to have a blast!  --Jeremy 
 
 
 
Kathy and BartÕs (10-12 year olds) 
Upon writing this article I find myself reflecting back to the last time I 
wrote in a flurry of unfinished business between Multicultural Day, 
Open House and leaving for China.  I was fascinated by meeting 
Chinese students and sharing images and stories of our class at 
Harmony.  Since I returned from my trip and all of our students, 
families, and staff from Spring Break the warmth of early spring has 
begun to lift the spirit.  ItÕs great to spend more time outside playing 
soccer, walking downtown or on campus, and around our beautiful 
grounds.  With the warm weather comes the possibility of more field 
trips.   
 Coach Bart and the students are playing soccer whenever 
weather allows during Bodyworks time.  This is a uniquely talented 
group of soccer athletes and they have come together as a team in 
record time.  I really enjoy watching them work together to improve 
the skills of the group as a whole and definitely looking forward to 
the Soccer Challenge later in the spring. 
 Our graduates are now well into the experience phase of 
their graduation projects.  The intensive research stage of the 
process is complete and as students finish up and document the 
experience component, they will move on to the final phase of the 
project summarizing and analyzing the entire process.  By the time 
you receive the next newsletter, our graduate mentors and their 5th 
grade partners will be putting together and practicing their final 
formal presentation.  We are proud of the excellent research this 
group has completed so far.  
 We are sad to see Netta, our capable student teacher, 
begin to wrap up the last details of her tenure with our class, as we 
know it signals that she will soon be leaving us.  NettaÕs creative 
curriculum projects, such as Kitchen Chemistry and Book in the Box 
complemented her comprehensive math lessons.  We appreciate 
that Netta took the time to form relationships with the students and 
we will all miss her.  We wish Netta all the best in her future life and 
teaching career.  In addition, it is hard to say farewell to Crystal 
Joakam, who gifted our class with a tremendous amount of behind 
the scenes support, including editing and organizing the Collected 
Works of the Harmony 5th & 6th Grade Class of 2007 Ð 2008 in 
preparation for publication.  Our class worked hard creating it, 
however organization and pagination consumed much time. With 
CrystalÕs support we were able to make the volume available in time 
for the Open House last month. Also thanks to Crystal for 
supporting students with their Graduation Projects.  She also made 
a valuable contribution to the Life Skills curriculum with her unit on 
communication skills.   
 Looking forward to more field trips this month, our 6th 
graders have been invited to go climbing with the Middle School so 
the 5th graders may just have to find an adventure of their own.  
Later in the month weÕll go as a whole group to an Indianapolis 
Indians game.  Last yearÕs trip to the ball field was so fun that we 
decided then and there to make it a yearly tradition!   
 Speaking of traditions our students will be presenting their 
graduation projects during the first full week of May, so be sure to 
look out for the schedule and join us in celebrating the 
accomplishments of our young scholars.  
---Kathy, Bart, and Netta 
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KATHY BOONEÕS TRIP TO CHINA 
Following up on the initial announcement of my trip facilitated by 
Global Indiana (the consortium of Chinese Educational Exchange), 
IÕm writing this article aboard my flight home from China.  Unable to 
sleep, I noticed on the screen that the thirteen hour flight has 
reached the halfway point and we are soaring just past the North 
Pole.   
 Twenty four years ago I embarked on my first venture to 
mainland China as an exchange student; twenty two years ago on 
my second journey as an English teacher, and this adventure 
seemed to take me to a whole new world.  In many aspects, I was 
greeted by familiar faces, familiar culture, and familiar 
languageÉ like meeting an old friend whose visage and behaviors 
and voice had faded in my mind over the years.  Then, walking 
through the last ten days with my old friend by my side, I am 
learning all about the new life my friend is living while 
simultaneously the old memories come rushing back.  Some of 
these experiences and memories are joyful and exciting and some 
concern me a great deal when thinking about our future as a world 
citizen. I try to live by what I tell the kids, opening up ourselves to 
other cultures sometimes takes us out of our comfort zone, yet then 
we have perhaps a more global and realistic perspective on our 
own culture and life.   

My main goal, and that of Global Indiana, was to initiate 
contact and establish sister school relationships with institutions in 
Anshan City, Liaoning Province, PRC.  Due to Harmony SchoolÕs 
small size, we were partnered with Clinton Central Elementary 
School.  We spent several days meeting with the city educations 
bureau, the principals, teachers, and students, as well as visiting 
classes and visiting studentsÕ families as dinner guests.  I 
succeeded in formalizing the initial relationship along with Clinton 
Central Elementary with Gangdu Primary School.  Because within 
the host culture I necessarily had to operate within the confines of 
my role as an elementary school teacher, I was unable to visit and 
establish contact with schools other than Gangdu Primary School 
on this trip, so our first steps of sharing curriculum will be with 
grades 1 Ð 6.  The high level of English Language skills of their 
students will simplify any possible exchange considerably.  For the 
above reasons, my dream of establishing an exchange program 
between high school students and teachers from Anshan and 
Harmony School must wait for either a follow-up visit by me or until 
a high school teacher becomes actively involved.  Chinese students 
are eager to participate in conversations about environmental 
issues and global warming, educational issues, and the every day 
life of a student.  In the meantime, IÕll maintain contact with Gangdu 
Primary School and Clinton Central Elementary and look for ways to 
exchange and share curriculum.  My class already had two student 
driven projects underway: pen pals and a video press conference.   
 I feel fortunate to have the opportunity to learn from my 
experience at Gangdu Primary School, as well as from the 
International School of Beijing, a pre-K Ð 12 school where I spent a 
day visiting and serving as guest teacher. As I digest these rich 
experiences, IÕll continue to share with our Harmony family and 
develop my practice to share with the students.   

This adventure was Wave III in a series of key 
educational leader trips to China organized by Global Indiana: A 
Consortium for International Exchange.  Other groups involved in 
the planning, orientation, and sponsorship for the trip are The 
Center for Economic Education at Indiana State University, The 

Indiana Council for Economic Education, The Indiana Council for 
the Social Studies, and Indiana UniversityÕs East Asian Studies 
Center.  I am deeply grateful to Ms. Jeanette Marchant and Christy 
Henson and  Harmony School community members Liu Cailing,  
Zhang Dayu, Denise Hyble and family, Melissa Larimer and family, 
Claudio Buchwald, and Libby Gwynn who generously provided 
support in meeting the matching funds provided by our home 
organizations.  Thank you for your generosity.  I look forward to 
future exchanges and multicultural education in our common goal of 
educating our young people to be responsible, contributing 
members of an ever more just and peaceful world. --Kathy 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 
Marty, Ursina and Kelli 
This week our 7th graders will be joined by the 6th graders to 
participate in a climbing adventure at Hoosier Heights. This yearly 
tradition is an opportunity to get to know one another and prepare 
for the transition to next yearÕs middle school. ItÕs a great personal 
challenge in a safe environment and builds group cohesion as 
students support each and have fun.  
 We just finished 7th grade independent project 
presentations and students are starting their final projects. Drafts 
are due April 25th and finals and PowerPoint presentation are due 
May 2nd. 
 Our graduates are immersed in their projects, balancing 
process, research, writing, product, and presentation. Your support 
is crucial as students reach their deadlines. Please inquire about 
their progress, timetable, schedule for committee meetings and 
project updates. Parents will be invited to join us for the final 
presentations during the week of May 22nd. WeÕll email you 
schedules. 
 All students completed CAT tests last week.  Our primary 
objective is to provide students with an opportunity to learn test-
taking skills. Both 7th and 8th graders take the CATs each year. 
 The students have voted on our spring trip and weÕll be 
going to Red River Gorge, Kentucky. WeÕll be taking a 7-mile canoe 
trip, climbing the Via Ferrada at Torrent Falls 
(http://www.torrentfalls.com/viaferrata/index.asp), visiting a reptile 
zoo and climbing to the Natural Bridge Park. (Other proposals were 
for St. Louis and Chicago!). The cost of the trip will be around $150; 
we are still figuring out the details. We are leaving May 5th and 
returning May 8th. Look for detailed information soon. 
 Other news: Miriam completed her student teaching last 
week and we wish her well on her new endeavors. In science we 
are starting a course in human sexuality. Come and check out our 
new computer lab! Special thanks to Dustin (KendraÕs dad) for the 
donation of new computers. Every one on the second floor 
appreciates the awesome improvement. Also, a special thanks to 
Isaac, our alum techie, for getting all the machines up and running.  
ÐUrsina 
 

 
We also would like to remind you that we have applications 
for 21st Century Scholarships, which allow students to 
attend a four-year college program in Indiana for free. It is 
income based and students sign an academic and 
behavioral pledge. Marty has the forms and the deadline is 
June 30th for current 8th graders. 
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HIGH SCHOOL  
 
Sal, Tom, Paul, Zeri, Jon, Emily 
Before we launch into the details of this very busy month, we must 
pause to thank all the people who helped with the Book Market and 
Sidewalk CafŽ. The designer baked goods were delicious, the 
donations so generous, that we made more than $600 for the trip.  
 It will probably be simplest to approach this month 
chronologically: 
 
!   clip and save! 
Saturday, April 12: High School Rummage Sale and YART from 
8:00am to 4:00pm in the gym. Please drop by and find a treasure! 
Tuesday, April 15:  British lunch Ð shepherdÕs pie (meat and 
vegetarian); queen of puddings, custard and tea Ð all for the sweet 
price of $4.00 
Thursday, April 17: Mock SAT for our juniors - a full-length trial of 
the test will be administered between 1:00pm and 4:00pm. 
Monday, April 21: Junior dinner Ð parents of juniors are invited to 
bring a dish and hear about their studentÕs initial plans for next year. 
Friday, April 25: The High School prom, which will take place at 
Eagle Pointe from 7:30pm. 
Monday, April 28: Last full day of classes/senior presentations begin 
Ð a schedule will be mailed to all senior parents by April 18. 
Tuesday, April 29: History Night Ð come and see the awesome 
work your history student has been doing. WeÕÕll have the annual 
competition for the Herodotus Cup, after enjoying a Roman Feast. 
Tickets are a $5.00 minimum, but we ask you to remember that 
your donations support our history nights for the year! 
  
Thursday, May 1: School convocation to welcome the seniors 
back, followed by the All-School picnic. 
Friday, May 2: Trip Preparations Ð please ensure that your student 
brings their luggage to school that day. 
Saturday, May 3: SAT test 
Sunday, May 4: High school leaves on spring trip Ð please be at 
school by 7:30am 
Monday, May 12: Return from spring trip 
Tuesday, May 13 & Weds, May 14: Days off  
Thursday, May 15: Senior Presentations resume in the morning. 
Student/Parent/Teacher conferences in the afternoons Ð Tom will 
be in touch to schedule your appointment. 
Friday, May 23: Last day of school. Seniors set up graduation 
display in the afternoon. 
Saturday, May 24: Graduation. 
 
In the midst of all of this, classes continue! In The American 
Century, we are about to celebrate Fifties Night, with a showing of 
The Wild Ones and a dance class in Rock NÔ Roll.  In Western Civ., 
students are working hard on their final projects, which are looking 
at the past 2,000 years of Western history through all kinds of 
different lenses: from concepts of beauty, to the evolution of 
graphics, to the history of transportation. The results will be on 
display at History Night, on Tuesday, April 29. 
 

TomÕs classes: Classes slowly quickly end. I've been really 
fortunate this semester to have two volunteers 
continue their work with my students--Jenna Slesinski 
spent Monday and Friday mornings observing and 
interacting and every Tuesday morning, Monique Philpot has 
offered her unique ongoing dream workshop to our ninth graders. 
 Brittany Stern joins us on Wednesday mornings through the 
Community of Teachers program and will offer us 6 weeks of 
teaching experience this fall. 
    I am grateful as well to Feliz Cicek, Mara Lea 
Rosenbarger, Scott Hutchinson and my dear Mimsie Presslaff for 
joining my on-going Oracular Systems class and presenting their 
intuitive art and skill so well for the participants. This class is being 
documented on The Magic Cafe to soothe fundamental 
materialists with its anti-sceptic balm. 
    Last Wednesday morning, IU teacher and poet Ross Gay, 
along with two of the featured poets for a reading at the Waldron 
that evening, dynamically read and discussed their work with 
Harmony High School students who may now say yes they have 
been to a pure poetry reading. I look forward to future collaboration 
with Ross when I present my Literary Criticism class next fall. 
    Sitting and schmoozing during the past 6 Saturday 
morning Winter Farmers Markets at Harmony were exciting 
opportunities to meet new folks and offer lovely craft work from 
students Katia and Izzy to raise money for the spring trip. Last 
Saturday I especially enjoyed meeting and talking with Matt Stark, 
the principal of Brown County High School. 
 
PaulÕs classes: The sun has emerged from hibernation, the town 
congregates on Kirkwood, and students make a mad dash to finish 
their work; springtime has arrived. Though it's not quite finished, I'm 
already finding myself reminiscing about some of the highlights. 
Without a doubt, it's been a memorable year for me. 
 
In American Popular Music we've careened through the 1960s and 
70s, and now we'll try to sort out the 1980s and '90s in some 
fashion.  Last week we began with Pop/Rock, focusing primarily on 
David Bowie, Michael Jackson, Madonna, and Prince.  This week 
we'll be turning towards the dark side: Heavy Metal.  As always, I 
struggle the most in deciding what not to cover, but for this week 
we'll include Alice Cooper, Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath, Guns and 
Roses, and Metallica at the very least. 
 
My American History class has just finished looking at the 
Constitution, and this week we'll be beginning with those awkward, 
baby steps of our infant republic.  I'm excited to get started on our 
final projects: controversy debates.  We'll take four of the biggest 
controversies in our country's history, everything from Columbus to 
the Great Compromise to the Lincoln-Douglass debates, and we'll 
form our own arguments based on those from history. 
 
In Cultural Arts of Africa we're focusing on three main topics this 
month: the European collision with Africa (including slavery, 
colonialism, and neo-colonialism), the Nigerian masterpiece ÒThings 
Fall ApartÓ by Chinua Achebe, and our final projects - Travelogues. 
The Travelogues are historical fiction travel stories that the students 
are writing.  The students are creating their own characters, 
researching the setting, and focusing it all in a central conflict. 
 Then, they will narrate their story into a video and use still photos to 
illustrate it.  Finally, we'll compile the different movies together and 
share them as well as what we've learned. 
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Finally, the students of Practices of Music are working hard on their 
compositional skills.  They are each tasked with creating their own 
song, with incorporating elements of rhythm, melody, and harmony, 
and with performing it either alone or with another musician. Our 
goal is to be able to relate to music in as many ways as we can: as 
a performer, as an artist, as a listener, as well as emotionally, 
intellectually, and aesthetically. 
 
Zeri's classes: German students are on the cusp of finishing 
chapter 8 and will henceforth be preparing for their grand 
cumulative end-of-year exam. It will cover separable and 
inseparable verb prefixes, present tense conjugations, the 
imperative, the perfect tense, past tense, participles of weak vs. 
strong verbs, modals, the dative case, the genitive case, personal 
pronouns, prepositions, word order in compound sentences, 
coordinating and subordinating conjunctions, and infinitive phrases. 
And that's just the grammar portion! 
 
Spanish students are about to take their chapter 7 test, after which 
they will begin their final chapter for the year. Chapter 8 covers 
immediate past constructions, expression of duration, and (at last!) 
The Preterite Tense. The class all did very well on their Chapter 6 
test. Congrats to all on their new-found study skills! 
 
Things are really heating up for the ESL students as they have just 
begun Part II of Life of Pi. Poor little 16-year-old Pi is now stranded 
on the ocean, alone save for a 450 lb. Bengal Tiger! Will he 
survive? This is a real challenge for all the kids in the class as they 
tackle complicated theological, nautical and zoological vocabulary 
and they are meeting the challenge with both grace and strength. 
 
JonÕs classes: By this time the math classes have covered almost 
all of the new material for the semester.  This month will be spent in 
review of the major concepts from throughout the year.  Students 
will have some minor assignments to complete, but primarily they 
should concentrate on studying the topics they are most unfamiliar 
with.  There will be a "final exam" in all classes - most likely to be 
given shortly before the trip.  Passing the exam is not a requirement 
for getting credit in the course (especially if the student has 
completed all the assignments and has done well on the quizzes). 
 However, the exam will be used to help determine whether or not 
the student might benefit from summer tutoring and, ultimately, 
which class will be most appropriate for the student in the fall.  Any 
special accommodations a student asks for (such as unlimited time, 
or the opportunity to answer questions orally or on the board) will be 
granted. 
 
EmilyÕs classes: In Cells & Genes, March finally brought the topics 
everyone has been waiting for all semester:  mutations, genetic 
engineering and making babies!  We examined a range of our 
inherited characteristics, from ear shapes to taste sensitivity, and 
then used that genetic information to predict what our hypothetical 
offspring might look like.  Students also learned how to tell who the 
parents of a child are based on blood types and why boys are more 
likely to be colorblind than girls. 
 
The Chemistry class learned about pharmaceutics at 
BioConvergence, a local biotech firm, and was treated to some 
flashy demos at the IU Chemistry Department. Harmony chemists 
have been doing their own experimenting on the solubility of 

everything from styrofoam to road salt and pop rocks candy.  The 
results of these investigations are forthcomingÉ  
The Anatomy & Physiology class has been keeping up with our 
fitness program, which has expanded to include spontaneous 
games of kickball and dodgeball.  We have also contemplated the 
obesity epidemic and gastric bypass surgery.  We began our 
examination of the nervous system by determining the effects of 
various drugs on neurons and neurotransmitters in the brain.  Most 
recently, we had the opportunity to examine lots of diseased brains 
in jars and hang out in a creepy old autopsy room at the Medical 
History Museum in Indianapolis. 
 

PROFILES 
 
FAMILY PROFIL E   
 
The Ambrose-M el ton Fami l y, compiled by Harmony 
parent Barbara McKinney 
This month’s profile focuses on the family that includes Ibby 
Ambrose, mom; Ralph Melton, dad; Audrey Melton, age 4 
and Walker Melton, age 2. (Ralph also has four other 
children from a previous marriage.) 
 Audrey started in ECP last fall and loves it. But 
Ibby and Ralph have decided that by next fall, Ibby is going 
to quit her homeless outreach case manager job at the Center 
for Behavioral Health and be a stay-at-home mom. They live 
in Springville, in Lawrence County, and are tired of the 
commute and paying for gas. And Ibby wants to have the 
chance to enjoy the kids while they are still little.  
 Ibby moved to Bloomington nine years ago to do 
graduate work in educational policy. She was in that program 
for one semester and learned about Harmony then.  Once she 
had children herself and Audrey was old enough for 
Harmony, she was glad the school had a place for her 
daughter. She said Harmony reminds her a lot of the Society 
of Friends (Quaker) schools she attended. Ibby was born in 
Kentucky and grew up in Southern California.  She is still 
learning to deal with Indiana’s winters.  Ralph is from the 
Bloomington area. He owns a house painting company and 
paints houses all around the state. 
 Ibby said that Audrey really likes her teachers and 
friends at Harmony, as well as playing in the gym and the 
sensory table. She also loved the chance to be part of Rock 
Around the Clock in the Holiday Follies. It’s clear that 
Audrey is going to miss Harmony next fall. But she’s 
looking forward to staying at home as well. Ibby and Ralph 
have acquired a sensory table at their home as well which 
should help with the transition. 
 Ibby’s PIP job is cleaning the teachers’ area of the 
ECP room. She is glad to report that the teachers are pretty 
clean! 
 Ralph and Ibby have ten acres in Lawrence County. 
They have goats and chickens and recently acquired 25 chicks, 
currently living in cages in their kitchen. They have two kinds 
of hens, Cornish and Ameraucana. The Ameraucana hens 
produce blue-green eggs. Eventually, the hens may become 
dinner, but for now, they are pets.  
 Ralph likes to hunt in his spare time. He also 
builds cars for and drives in Demolition Derbies.  Ibby said 
she is a big reader, as are both of their children. Audrey 
recently learned to count to 50 and Walker, to 13. 
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OTHER REPORTS 
 
RHINOÕS AL L  AGES CLUB UPDATE    
 
After a series of amazing, and well attended  shows, a 
remarkably successful training in anti-tobacco industry 
marketing held for 30 youth across the state, continued great 
work in the after school programs, and great success with 
grant writing and fundraising  it's time for Rhino's to kick up 
its hooves and celebrate! 
  The Rhino's Advisory Board celebrates the 
innovative all ages music club and youth media center’s 16th 
Anniversary with its 2nd annual Adults Only fundraiser at 
the Oliver Winery on Friday April 25th from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. This year's theme is Sweet 16 and besides featuring 
great, decadent food, fantastic music from JENN CHRISTY, 
the genial and worldly Tom Roznowski, and the beautiful 
surroundings and fine wine of the Oliver Winery, this year's 
event also features the GuitArt 
Auction.  We gave 6 local artists 
(Laura Brikmanis, Lindsay Hine, 
Jet One, Joe and Bess Lee, 
Danielle Urschell and Izzy Jarvis, 
and Joel Washington) plain 
wood guitar kits and asked them 
to create a special work of art to 
auction off for Rhino's.  The 
guitars were then assembled by 
Rhino's and set up by RoadWorthy Guitar and Amp to create 
playable, quality musical instruments that are also works of 
art. The guitars are on display and available for bid in the 
window of RoadWorthy just off the square on Walnut during 
the month of April. There will also be more items for auction 
and some musical surprises.  
 Finally, the night will feature the 1st and hopefully 
last, Rhino's Debutante Challenge. Put simply, if enough $ 
is raised during the evening, then at the end of the night, 
Rhino's Director, Brad Wilhelm, will don a formal ball 
gown and sing a song especially chosen for the evening. 
(Rest assured it will be AFTER everyone has eaten). 
 Since moderate and responsible amounts of wine 
will be involved (which, of course, you are not obligated to 
imbibe) this is an "adult" function. "Rhino's Youth" can't 
come, but you can encourage your parents and their friends to 
attend. 
 Tickets are $30 or $50 for two and available at 
Rhino’s, in the office, from any Rhino’s Board Member, or 
at the Oliver Winery on the day of the event. 
 For more information, contact Rhino’s at 333-3430, 
or email rhinosdirector@ameritech.net   Please feel free to 
invite others. All proceeds go to further the work of Rhino's 
in our community. 
 
REPORT FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
 
We move steadily toward the end of the school year with all 
its events and activities. On Sunday, May 5th we’ll hold the 
28th annual Gene Flander Harmony Golf Outing at Eagle 
Pointe. If you golf or know golfers, it’s not too late to get a 
team together and join the fun. IU head football coach Bill 
Lynch will be on hand to add excitement to the day.  

Register online at our website or call Mary Beth at 334-
8379.  You can help this be a success by personally inviting 
golfers you know. 
 Looming right before that is Rhino’s Sweet 16 
Birthday Gala, on Friday, April 25th at Oliver Winery from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. This is a really fun event with great music 
in a terrific setting, so come out and have a good time. Read 
more about it in the Rhino’s column. Tickets are available 
from both Scott and Mary Beth.  
 An ongoing special event is the availability of 
Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) tax credits. With 
a NAP credit, a contribution you make to Rhino’s nets you a 
credit on your Indiana state taxes equal to half that amount. 
That’s all there is to it. It applies to businesses as well as 
individuals. Act now and next year at this time you’ll be 
glad you did!  Ask us for details.  
 Thanks to a grant written by Scott, Harmony is 
receiving free books from the American Library Association’s 
We the People Bookshelf program. In conjunction with the 
National Endowment for the Humanities, the program 
features classic books for young readers. This year’s theme is 
‘created equal.’ The first batch of books is in Spanish and we 
expect to receive 20 more books by the end of April. --Mary 
Beth Roska 
 

Lat in Dance Par ty   
 

Satur day , A pr i l  12t h  
9:00pm Ð 12:00 a.m. 

$5.00 admission 
 

Free Lat in Dance class (9-9:30) f ol lowed by  
Dance Par ty 

 
At  t he Windfal l  Studio 

1101 N. Dunn (Corner of  14th & Dunn) 
 

For  more inf orm at ion, cal l  334-0506 


